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Claims 

[d] 1. A supplemental information dissemination system that 
provides supplemental information on managed docu- 
ments having unique identifying information printed 
thereon, the supplemental information dissemination 
system comprising: 

a supplemental information management server that 
stores supplemental information on each document hav- 
ing identifying information associated with each docu- 
ment; and 

a supplemental information acquisition device that reads 
identifying information for a document, and acquires 
stored supplemental information on the document asso- 
ciated with the identifying information from the supple- 
mental information management server. 

[c2] 2. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 1, wherein the supplemental informa- 
tion management server and the supplemental informa- 
tion acquisition device are connected to each other via a 
network. 

[c3] 3. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 2, further comprising a print device 



that both prints documents and prints encoded identify- 
ing information on the documents. 

[c4] 4. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 1, wherein when the contents of man- 
aged documents have been updated, the supplemental 
information management server will both allocate new 
identifying information to updated documents, and re- 
quest or allow updates to stored supplemental informa- 
tion associated with pre-update identifying information. 

[c5] 5. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 1, wherein when the contents of man- 
aged documents have been updated, the supplemental 
information management server will both allocate new 
identifying information to updated documents, and au- 
tomatically update stored supplemental information as- 
sociated with pre-update identifying information. 

[c6] 6. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 1, wherein when a managed document 
has been deleted, the supplemental information man- 
agement server will request or allow the stored supple- 
mental information associated with identifying informa- 
tion for the deleted document to be updated. 



[c7] 7. The supplemental information dissemination system 



set forth in claim 1, wherein when a managed document 
has been deleted, the supplemental information man- 
agement server will automatically update the stored sup- 
plemental information associated with identifying infor- 
mation for the deleted document. 

[c8] 8. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 3, wherein the print device prints en- 
coded identifying information allocated to a document, 
an encoded network address of the supplementary infor- 
mation management server, and encoded information on 
the location of the supplementary information on the 
document. 

[c9] g. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 3, wherein the print device will print 
the identifying information as a bar code. 

[do] io. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 1, wherein the supplemental informa- 
tion acquisition device comprises a reading unit that 
reads the identifying information printed on a document, 
and a display unit that presents supplemental informa- 
tion based upon the identifying information read by the 
reading unit and acquired from the supplemental infor- 
mation management server to a user in the form of text 
or sound. 



[c11] 11. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 1, wherein the supplemental informa- 
tion acquisition device is a bar code reader comprised of 
a wireless communication module. 

[d2] 12. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 1, wherein the supplemental informa- 
tion acquisition device is a copying machine comprised 
of a network interface and a scanner, and extracts en- 
coded identifying information from document image 
data read by the scanner. 

[d3] 13. The supplemental information dissemination system 
set forth in claim 1, wherein the supplemental informa- 
tion acquisition device is a portable telephone comprised 
of a camera, and extracts encoded identifying informa- 
tion from document image data photographed by the 
camera. 



